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Notes on Data and Definitions 
1. For the purposes of this report, “adult” students are defined as those age 25 years and 
older. Note that when we discuss rates (specifically, Retention and Graduation), we further 
separate students into three groups at the time of enrollment: Under 20, 20 to 24, and 25 
and Older. The “25 and Older” group allows us to remain consistent with previous reporting 
from System IR on adult degree seekers and completers, and a majority of students “20 to 
24” at the time of first enrollment are 25 and older at the time of degree completion. 
2. All data come from MaineStreet using the PeopleSoft query tool.  
3. For degrees conferred, data are shown for those age 25 and older at the time when their 
degree was completed. For enrollments, data shown are for those age 25 and older during 
each Fall census.  
4. Age Group and Academic Year classifications are consistent with those used in IPEDS 
reporting. Academic Year is defined as Summer, Fall, Spring. For example, AY2016-2017 
includes Summer 2016, Fall 2016, and Spring 2017. 
5. FTE is derived from credit hours using a divisor of 15, or 16 for UMF. 
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Fall Census Enrollment by Age Range among Students 25 and Older 
Since 2013, enrollments among those ages 25 and older have declined, from 11,130 enrolled 9,266 in Fall 2017 (a decrease of nearly 17%). The declines were 
steepest among those ages 50 to 64 (a drop of 27%) and smallest among those 25 to 29 (a 13% drop), while enrollment among those 65 and older increased by 
16% (though this comprises a relatively small group in comparison to other age groups). Student credit hours also declined across all age groups (with the 
exception of those 65 and older) during this same time period.  
 
Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE
25 - 29 3,573 31,411.0 2,091.1 3,426 30,131.3 2,005.8 3,339 29,623.8 1,972.0 3,281 28,730.8 1,912.1 3,119 27,399.5 1,823.2
30 - 34 2,169 17,300.5 1,151.8 2,186 17,006.0 1,132.3 1,949 15,385.3 1,023.9 1,902 14,602.8 972.0 1,843 13,959.0 929.1
35 - 39 1,551 11,331.0 754.4 1,337 10,080.5 671.2 1,323 9,760.0 649.8 1,338 9,651.0 642.5 1,299 9,146.5 608.7
40 - 49 2,249 15,145.5 1,008.4 2,167 14,595.5 971.6 1,957 13,230.0 880.5 1,827 12,076.8 803.9 1,793 11,567.0 769.7
50 - 64 1,467 8,450.0 562.5 1,358 7,931.5 527.7 1,137 6,695.5 445.4 1,145 6,492.0 431.8 1,072 6,132.5 407.8
65+ 121 478.0 31.8 144 574.5 38.2 154 682.0 45.4 143 617.0 41.0 140 657.5 43.6
Total 25+ 11,130 84,116.0 5,599.9 10,618 80,319.3 5,346.8 9,859 75,376.5 5,017.0 9,636 72,170.3 4,803.3 9,266 68,862.0 4,582.1
2017
UMS Enrollments among Students Ages 25+ as of Fall Census (October 15)
2013 2014 2015 2016
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Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE Count SCH FTE
25 - 29 934 7,385.0 492.3 861 6,911.8 460.8 831 6,739.8 449.3 869 6,739.8 449.3 826 6,333.0 422.2
30 - 34 485 3,014.0 200.9 492 3,128.5 208.6 416 2,787.3 185.8 442 2,596.8 173.1 445 2,653.0 176.9
35 - 39 309 1,802.0 120.1 266 1,644.5 109.6 261 1,586.0 105.7 285 1,598.0 106.5 290 1,532.0 102.1
40 - 49 478 2,544.0 169.6 415 2,178.0 145.2 297 1,637.0 109.1 345 1,730.3 115.4 362 1,722.0 114.8
50 - 64 383 1,704.0 113.6 311 1,346.0 89.7 211 897.0 59.8 250 959.0 63.9 263 1,027.0 68.5
65+ 31 98.0 6.5 39 137.0 9.1 36 142.0 9.5 37 150.0 10.0 33 136.0 9.1
Total 25+ 2,620 16,547.0 1,103.1 2,384 15,345.8 1,023.1 2,052 13,789.0 919.3 2,228 13,773.8 918.3 2,219 13,403.0 893.5
25 - 29 743 6,442.0 429.5 741 6,407.0 427.1 751 6,476.0 431.7 699 5,867.0 391.1 617 5,179.0 345.3
30 - 34 634 5,477.0 365.1 630 5,283.0 352.2 604 4,980.0 332.0 546 4,511.0 300.7 481 3,902.0 260.1
35 - 39 508 3,991.0 266.1 442 3,676.0 245.1 453 3,572.0 238.1 446 3,455.0 230.3 384 2,887.0 192.5
40 - 49 777 5,975.0 398.3 765 5,763.0 384.2 732 5,434.0 362.3 617 4,427.0 295.1 582 4,125.0 275.0
50 - 64 461 3,133.0 208.9 451 3,144.0 209.6 435 2,949.5 196.6 410 2,703.0 180.2 322 2,081.0 138.7
65+ 40 164.0 10.9 42 175.0 11.7 60 268.0 17.9 44 192.0 12.8 56 254.0 16.9
Total 25+ 3,163 25,182.0 1,678.8 3,071 24,448.0 1,629.9 3,035 23,679.5 1,578.6 2,762 21,155.0 1,410.3 2,442 18,428.0 1,228.5
25 - 29 77 717.5 44.8 83 715.0 44.7 93 706.0 44.1 106 785.0 49.1 106 814.0 50.9
30 - 34 53 386.0 24.1 57 350.5 21.9 62 420.0 26.3 59 374.0 23.4 72 371.0 23.2
35 - 39 43 237.5 14.8 40 207.0 12.9 40 203.0 12.7 38 219.0 13.7 49 253.0 15.8
40 - 49 61 318.5 19.9 69 340.0 21.3 79 359.0 22.4 62 284.0 17.8 83 355.0 22.2
50 - 64 49 209.5 13.1 49 249.0 15.6 55 237.0 14.8 51 231.0 14.4 62 254.0 15.9
65+ 2 12.0 0.8 4 18.0 1.1 4 16.0 1.0 7 39.0 2.4 8 52.0 3.3
Total 25+ 285 1,881.0 117.6 302 1,879.5 117.5 333 1,941.0 121.3 323 1,932.0 120.8 380 2,099.0 131.2
25 - 29 125 1,071.0 71.4 114 1,010.0 67.3 142 1,304.0 86.9 158 1,524.0 101.6 144 1,346.0 89.7
30 - 34 79 676.0 45.1 88 707.0 47.1 92 695.0 46.3 109 962.0 64.1 103 886.0 59.1
35 - 39 88 692.0 46.1 80 616.0 41.1 74 482.0 32.1 70 538.0 35.9 63 450.0 30.0
40 - 49 112 734.0 48.9 124 941.0 62.7 120 845.0 56.3 108 828.0 55.2 104 735.0 49.0
50 - 64 54 287.0 19.1 57 345.0 23.0 50 341.0 22.7 48 324.0 21.6 51 325.0 21.7
65+ 3 12.0 0.8 3 12.0 0.8 2 6.0 0.4 2 6.0 0.4 2 7.0 0.5
Total 25+ 461 3,472.0 231.5 466 3,631.0 242.1 480 3,673.0 244.9 495 4,182.0 278.8 467 3,749.0 249.9
25 - 29 97 738.5 49.2 81 598.0 39.9 68 512.0 34.1 50 421.0 28.1 71 617.0 41.1
30 - 34 60 459.0 30.6 60 501.5 33.4 49 375.5 25.0 46 356.5 23.8 36 221.0 14.7
35 - 39 62 437.0 29.1 35 272.0 18.1 34 253.0 16.9 40 282.0 18.8 43 326.0 21.7
40 - 49 71 422.0 28.1 92 601.0 40.1 78 491.0 32.7 56 366.0 24.4 50 338.0 22.5
50 - 64 66 334.0 22.3 45 278.0 18.5 42 198.0 13.2 40 245.0 16.3 35 241.0 16.1
65+ 8 19.0 1.3 10 32.0 2.1 7 30.0 2.0 5 16.0 1.1 2 9.0 0.6
Total 25+ 364 2,409.5 160.6 323 2,282.5 152.2 278 1,859.5 124.0 237 1,686.5 112.4 237 1,752.0 116.8
25 - 29 148 1,263.0 84.2 108 934.0 62.3 111 909.0 60.6 89 772.0 51.5 91 880.0 58.7
30 - 34 79 635.0 42.3 67 489.0 32.6 50 401.0 26.7 48 384.0 25.6 54 495.0 33.0
35 - 39 83 617.0 41.1 60 444.0 29.6 57 408.0 27.2 33 282.0 18.8 52 441.0 29.4
40 - 49 84 542.0 36.1 72 507.0 33.8 84 530.0 35.3 65 431.0 28.7 79 696.0 46.4
50 - 64 48 242.0 16.1 43 228.0 15.2 39 232.0 15.5 22 126.0 8.4 39 378.0 25.2
65+ 6 18.0 1.2 6 24.0 1.6 9 30.0 2.0 9 30.0 2.0 4 19.0 1.3
Total 25+ 448 3,317.0 221.1 356 2,626.0 175.1 350 2,510.0 167.3 266 2,025.0 135.0 319 2,909.0 193.9
25 - 29 1,449 13,794.0 919.6 1,438 13,555.5 903.7 1,343 12,977.0 865.1 1,310 12,622.0 841.5 1,264 12,230.5 815.4
30 - 34 779 6,653.5 443.6 792 6,546.5 436.4 676 5,726.5 381.8 652 5,418.5 361.2 652 5,431.0 362.1
35 - 39 458 3,554.5 237.0 414 3,221.0 214.7 404 3,256.0 217.1 426 3,277.0 218.5 418 3,257.5 217.2
40 - 49 666 4,610.0 307.3 630 4,265.5 284.4 567 3,934.0 262.3 574 4,010.5 267.4 533 3,596.0 239.7
50 - 64 406 2,540.5 169.4 402 2,341.5 156.1 305 1,841.0 122.7 324 1,904.0 126.9 300 1,826.5 121.8
65+ 31 155.0 10.3 40 176.5 11.8 36 190.0 12.7 39 184.0 12.3 35 180.5 12.0
Total 25+ 3,789 31,307.5 2,087.2 3,716 30,106.5 2,007.1 3,331 27,924.5 1,861.6 3,325 27,416.0 1,827.7 3,202 26,522.0 1,768.1
UMPI
USM
Enrollment by Institution for Students Ages 25+ as of Fall Census (October 15)
2017
UM
UMA
UMF
2015 20162013 2014
UMFK
UMM
Fall Census Enrollment by Age Range and Institution among Students 
25 and Older 
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Fall Census Enrollment by Academic Level/Degree-Seeking Status among Students 25 and Older 
In Fall 2017, 23% of baccalaureate degree53% of students 25 and older were enrolled in Baccalaureate degree programs, compared to 81% of 
students under age 25. Enrollments (as well as Credit Hours and FTE) declined more sharply among Baccalaureate-degree seeking students (a 16% 
drop in the total number enrolled across the UMS), as well as non-degree undergraduates (a 35% drop) and non-degree graduate students (a drop 
of 22%). Law enrollments experienced the smallest decline (9%), while total enrollments of those 25 and older increased slightly (3%) in Master 
programs.  
 
 
Under 25 25+ All Students Under 25 25+ All Students Under 25 25+ All Students
Associate 285 349 634 1% 4% 2% 45% 55% 100%
Baccalaureate 15,914 4,870 20,784 81% 53% 72% 77% 23% 100%
Masters 524 2,385 2,909 3% 26% 10% 18% 82% 100%
Law 65 173 238 0% 2% 1% 27% 73% 100%
Non-Degree Graduate 59 708 767 0% 8% 3% 8% 92% 100%
Non-Degree Undergrad 2,884 781 3,665 15% 8% 13% 79% 21% 100%
Total 19,731 9,266 28,997 100% 100% 100% 68% 32% 100%
UMS Enrollment by Degree/Non-Degree & Program Level among Students 25+, Students under 25, and All Students (Fall 2017)
% within Degree Type by Age% within Age Group by Degree TypeNumber by Age & Degree Type
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Gender & Full vs. Part-time Status among Students 25 and Older  
There are two important demographic and enrollment distinctions between adult degree-
seeking students compared to the overall UMS student population. (Because graduate and law 
students tend to be over age 25 compared to undergraduates, we separated students below 
based on these career levels). First, students 25 and older are more likely to be enrolled part-
time compared to their peers younger than 25. Specifically, in Fall 2017, 77% of undergraduates 
under age 25 were enrolled full-time compared to just 35% of students 25 and older. This 
difference is likely to have a strong impact on retention and completion, as students who enroll 
part-time are less likely to be consistently retained and (subsequently) less likely to complete 
within six years compared to those who enroll full-time. With 65% of students 25 and older 
enrolled part-time (among undergraduates), this difference explains part of the gap in retention 
and graduation that we discuss later in this report. 
 
Another important demographic difference between students 25 and older compared to those 
under 25 is gender. During Fall 2017, more than half (56%) of UMS students under age 25 were 
women, compared to two-thirds of students ages 25 and older. Because women remain more 
likely to be the primary caregivers for dependents compared to men, this demographic 
difference between these age groups is critical to understanding the needs and outcomes of 
adult degree seekers. 
Under 25 25+ Total Under 25 25+ Total Under 25 25+ Total
Full-Time 77% 35% 67% 85% 48% 54% 77% 40% 65%
Part-Time 23% 65% 33% 15% 52% 46% 23% 60% 35%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Undergraduate Grad or Law
% of Students within Degree Levels & Full vs. Part-Time
All Career Levels
Under 25 25+ Total Under 25 25+ Total
Women 11,096 6,083 17,191 56% 66% 59%
Men 8,635 3,183 11,806 44% 34% 41%
Total 19,731 9,266 28,997 100% 100% 100%
Note: The 456 students of Unreported gender were proportionately 
assigned.
Fall 2017 Enrollment by Gender and Age Group
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Fall-to-Fall Retention Rates by Age Group and Entering Fall Cohort 
Fall-to-fall retention rates appear in the figure below; these represent system-level rates for 
first-time/first-year students only. To estimate these rates, we separated students into three 
age groups based on age at first enrollment in the UMS: Under 20, 20 – 24, and 25 and Older. 
Note that we separated 20 – 24 out because these students will likely be 25 or older at the time 
of degree completion, but also because students in this age group have retention and 
graduation rates more comparable to those 25 and older. The fall semester on the bottom axis 
in the figure below refers to the fall during which a student first enrolled. For example, 75% of 
students Under 20 years old (often referred to as “traditional” students) who enrolled in Fall 
2012 returned the subsequent fall term—notice that this rate was relatively unchanged over 
the past decade and beyond, having dropped slightly to 73% among the Fall 2016 cohort. 
Retention rates are higher among those who enrolled just out of high school when they are 18 
or 19 years old, and retention rates among this age group are also more stable over time. 
Students who enrolled between the ages of 20 and 24, on the other hand, have rates typically 
lower than younger students but also slightly lower than those 25 and older. Retention rates 
among those 20 – 24 have improved—from 54% among the Fall 2012 cohort and rising to 59% 
for the Fall 2014 cohort, where this rate has remained for other incoming cohorts. Among those 
25 and older, the retention rate was lowest among the Fall 2015 cohort (54%) and highest 
among the Fall 2016 cohort (62% of whom returned in Fall 2017). 
 
11 
 
Fall-to-Fall Retention Rates among ADC Scholarship Recipients 
In order to improve retention, time to degree, and degree completion, the UMS began 
dispersing Adult Degree Completion (ADC) scholarship funds in the fall of 2014. In addition to 
an application, students also had to have had a “gap” of at least three years, had amassed at 
least 30 credit hours, with the intention of receiving a bachelor degree. But how to students 
receiving this scholarship fare in terms of retention? To answer this question, we compared 
these recipients to other bachelor-degree seeking students who had amassed at least 30 credit 
hours (another criteria for receiving the ADC scholarship). Though there is not age requirement 
for this scholarship, we limited our comparison group to those ages 24 and older in order to 
create a better comparison, as no ADC recipients were under this age. As the figure below 
illustrates, ADC recipients had higher retention rates then other, demographically similar 
undergraduate students in the UMS in every year since the scholarship was dispersed.  
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Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Credit Hours among Students 25 and Older 
In Fall 2017, 776 students ages 25 and older transferred into the University of Maine system, 
bringing with them a total of 60,637 credits from their previous institutions, or an average of 
78.1 credits per transfer student. USM and UMA had the highest number of transfer students 
(251 and 212) respectfully. At the institution level, transfer students brought with them an 
average of anywhere from 62.3 credits (at UMPI) to 86.8 credits (at UMFK). 
Note that the extent to which these transfer credits help a student progress toward degree 
completion depends heavily on the specific courses transferred as well as the institution and 
program in which a student enrolled. Thus, not all credits a student transfers will necessarily 
count toward their degree/program.  
 
Institution # % Total Average Total Average Total Average Total Average
UM 75 9.7% 5,000 66.7 7 0.1 30 0.4 5,037 67.2
UMA 212 27.3% 16,262 76.7 78 0.4 17 0.1 16,357 77.2
UMF 18 2.3% 1,126 62.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 1,126 62.5
UMFK 116 14.9% 8,686 74.9 3 0.0 1,382 11.9 10,071 86.8
UMM 13 1.7% 892 68.6 10 0.8 0 0.0 902 69.4
UMPI 91 11.7% 5,605 61.6 18 0.2 45 0.5 5,668 62.3
USM 251 32.3% 21,253 84.7 49 0.2 174 0.7 21,476 85.6
Total 776 100.0% 58,824 75.8 165 0.2 1,648 2.1 60,637 78.1
Headcount
* Other Transfer Credit includes credit transferred from portfoloio, military, and/or other credentials.
Course Transfer Credit Test Transfer Credit Other Transfer Credit* Total Transfer Credit
Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Students - Transfer Credit by Institution
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Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Credit Hours and Previous Institutions among Students 25 and Older 
The institutions that students 25 years and older previously attended varies by UMS institution. At the system level, Southern Maine Community 
College was by far the most common institution outside the UMS from which students transferred. From within the system, the University of 
Maine-Augusta was the most common among those 25 and older. Note that UMA was the most common previous institution for adult transfers in 
Fall 2017 at UMFK (27.6%) and UMPI (15.4%). Community colleges were the most prevalent at UM, UMA, UMF, UMM, and USM. 
 
 
Institution # % Institution # % Institution # % Institution # %
Eastern Maine Cmty College 14 18.7% Kennebec Valley Cmty College 33 15.6% Southern Maine Cmty College 5 27.8% University of Maine Augusta 32 27.6%
Kennebec Valley Cmty College 8 10.7% University of Southern Maine 18 8.5% Univ Texas Dallas 1 5.6% Southern Maine Cmty College 14 12.1%
University of Southern Maine 7 9.3% Central Maine Cmty College 14 6.6% Kennesaw State University 1 5.6% Eastern Maine Cmty College 11 9.5%
Southern Maine Cmty College 5 6.7% Southern Maine Cmty College 13 6.1% Bethany College Wv 1 5.6% Northern Maine Cmty College 9 7.8%
University of Maine Augusta 3 4.0% University of Maine 13 6.1% University of Southern Maine 1 5.6% Kennebec Valley Cmty College 9 7.8%
Other Institutions 38 50.7% Other Institutions 121 57.1% Other Institutions 9 50.0% Other Institutions 41 35.3%
Total 75 100.0% Total 212 100.0% Total 18 100.0% Total 116 100.0%
Institution # % Institution # % Institution # % Institution # %
Washington County Cmty Coll 3 23.1% University of Maine Augusta 14 15.4% Southern Maine Cmty College 83 33.1% Southern Maine Cmty College 128 16.5%
University of Maine Augusta 2 15.4% Northern Maine Cmty College 9 9.9% York County Community College 19 7.6% University of Maine Augusta 62 8.0%
Southern Maine Cmty College 2 15.4% University of Southern Maine 8 8.8% Central Maine Cmty College 15 6.0% Kennebec Valley Cmty College 58 7.5%
Unknown 2 15.4% Southern Maine Cmty College 6 6.6% University of Maine Augusta 10 4.0% Eastern Maine Cmty College 43 5.5%
University Maine Presque Isle 1 7.7% Univ of Maine Fort Kent 5 5.5% University of Maine 8 3.2% Central Maine Cmty College 40 5.2%
Other Institutions 3 23.1% Other Institutions 49 53.8% Other Institutions 116 46.2% Other Institutions 445 57.3%
Total 13 100.0% Total 91 100.0% Total 251 100.0% Total 776 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Students by UMS Institution - Top 5 Previous Institutions
UM UMA UMF UMFK
Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Students by UMS Institution - Top 5 Previous Institutions
UMM UMPI USM TOTAL
14 
 
# % Total Average Total Average Total Average Total Average
Associate's 263 33.9% 20,213 76.9 39 0.2 893 3.4 21,145 80.4
Bachelor's 100 12.9% 12,868 128.7 42 0.4 254 2.5 13,164 131.6
Master's 21 2.7% 2,875 136.9 10 0.5 55 2.6 2,940 140.0
Certificate 6 0.8% 331 55.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 331 55.2
Unknown Award 24 3.1% 1,670 69.6 21 0.9 134 5.6 1,825 76.0
No Award Found 362 46.6% 20,868 57.7 53 0.2 312 0.9 21,233 58.7
Total 776 100.0% 58,824 75.8 165 0.2 1,648 2.1 60,637 78.1
Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Students - Transfer Credit
* Other Transfer Credit includes credit transferred from portfoloio, military, and/or other credentials.
Note: Highest Earned Academic Award based on data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse 
(http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/) . "No Award Found" includes students for whom no matching record was returned from the 
Clearinghouse, students who have a block on their enrollment and degree records, and students who did not earn an academic award 
(degree or certificate) prior to their attendance in the University of Maine System. 
Course Transfer Credit Test Transfer Credit Other Transfer Credit* Total Transfer CreditHeadcountHighest Earned 
Academic Award
Fall 2017 Transfer Credit Hours by Highest Earned Academic Award 
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Academic Plans among Post-Baccalaureate Adult Transfer Students 
(Fall 2017) 
In Fall 2017, 126 students 25 and older who had already attained at least a bachelor’s degree 
transferred into the UMS. But what credentials were they seeking, if any? By far the most 
common field pursued by such students was Nursing, with 42.1% of these students enrolling in 
a UMS Nursing program. The next most common area of study—Liberal Studies—included only 
6.3% of these students, followed closely by Biology (5.6%). Technology fields—including 
Computer Information Systems and Cybersecurity—also made the list of the ten most common 
academic plans in which these students enrolled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top 10 Academic Plans # %
Nursing 53 42.1%
Liberal Studies 8 6.3%
Biology 7 5.6%
Computer Information Systems 5 4.0%
Cybersecurity 4 3.2%
Public Administration 3 2.4%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 3 2.4%
Information & Library Science 3 2.4%
Business Management 3 2.4%
Accounting 3 2.4%
Other Academic Plans (N = 24) 34 27.0%
Total 126 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Transfer Students
Who Have Earned At Least a Bachelor's Degree
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Fall 2017 Adult Undergraduate Students by Degree-Seeking Type and 
Institution 
Across the UMS, 81.2% of students over the age of 25 were enrolled in a bachelor-degree 
program, while an additional 13.2% were non-degree seeking (which includes those seeking 
certificates). Note that these figures vary heavily by institution, however. 
 
# %
Baccalaureate 545 83.6%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 107 16.4%
Subtotal 652 100.0%
Associate 278 11.4%
Baccalaureate 1,910 78.2%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 254 10.4%
Subtotal 2,442 100.0%
Baccalaureate 111 92.5%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 9 7.5%
Subtotal 120 100.0%
Associate 20 4.3%
Baccalaureate 420 89.9%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 27 5.8%
Subtotal 467 100.0%
Associate 30 12.7%
Baccalaureate 132 55.7%
Non-Degree Undergraduate* 75 31.6%
Subtotal 237 100.0%
Associate 21 6.6%
Baccalaureate 210 65.8%
Non-Degree Undergraduate 88 27.6%
Subtotal 319 100.0%
Baccalaureate 1,542 87.5%
Non-Degree Undergraduate* 221 12.5%
Subtotal 1,763 100.0%
Associate 349 5.8%
Baccalaureate 4,870 81.2%
Non-Degree Undergraduate* 781 13.0%
Total 6,000 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Undergraduate Students by Degree Type
* Includes students enrolled in certificate academic plans (UMM: 2, 
USM: 18).
UMF
UMFK
UMM
Total
UMPI
USM
Headcount
Degree TypeInstitution
UM
UMA
 
 
Fall 2017 Adult Undergraduate Students: Top Academic Plans 
 
 
 
Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # %
Liberal Studies 80 28.8% Accounting 4 20.0% Liberal Studies 26 86.7% Physical Therapist Assistant 8 38.1%
Business Administration 70 25.2% Allied Health 4 20.0% Bus & Entrepreneurial Studies 4 13.3% Liberal Studies 6 28.6%
Mental Health & Human Services 58 20.9% Computer Science 3 15.0% Medical Laboratory Technology 6 28.6%
Computer Information Systems 14 5.0% Forestry 2 10.0% Professional Communication 1 4.8%
Information & Library Science 13 4.7% Criminal Justice 2 10.0%
Other Academic Plans 43 15.5% Other Academic Plans 5 25.0%
Total 278 100.0% Total 20 100.0% Total 30 100.0% Total 21 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Associates Degree Students by UMS Institution - Top 5 Academic Plans
UMA UMFK UMM UMPI
Academic Plan # %
Liberal Studies 112 32.1%
Business Administration 70 20.1%
Mental Health & Human Services 58 16.6%
Computer Information Systems 14 4.0%
Information & Library Science 13 3.7%
Medical Laboratory Technology 12 3.4%
Veterinary Technology 11 3.2%
Justice Studies 9 2.6%
Physical Therapist Assistant 8 2.3%
Early Elem Teacher (K-3) 7 2.0%
Other Academic Plans 35 10.0%
Total 349 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Associates Degree Students
Top 10 Academic Plans
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Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # %
University Studies 49 9.0% Mental Health & Human Srvcs 386 20.2% Early Childhood Education 26 23.4% Nursing** 352 83.8%
Food Science & Human Nutrition 23 4.2% Liberal Studies* 385 20.2% Psychology 12 10.8% Business Management 19 4.5%
Nursing 22 4.0% Management 175 9.2% Secondary Education 9 8.1% Behavioral Science 9 2.1%
Electrical Engineering Tech 22 4.0% Computer Information Systems 115 6.0% Creative Writing 6 5.4% Cybersecurity - Online 6 1.4%
Psychology 20 3.7% Applied Science 105 5.5% Community Health Education 6 5.4% Biology 5 1.2%
Other Academic Plans (N = 65) 409 75.0% Other Academic Plans (N = 29) 744 39.0% Other Academic Plans (N = 22) 52 46.8% Other Academic Plans (N = 11) 29 6.9%
Total 545 100.0% Total 1,910 100.0% Total 111 100.0% Total 420 100.0%
Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # % Academic Plan # %
Psychology & Comm'y Studies 27 20.5% Business Administration 103 49.0% Nursing 196 12.7%
Teacher Education 20 15.2% Psychology 23 11.0% Business Management 124 8.0%
Bus & Entrepreneurial Studies 16 12.1% Liberal Studies 16 7.6% Social & Behavioral Sciences 101 6.5%
Bachelor of College Studies 15 11.4% Bachelor of Social Work 12 5.7% Biology 93 6.0%
Elementary Education 11 8.3% English 12 5.7% Leadership & Org Studies 75 4.9%
Other Academic Plans (N = 11) 43 32.6% Other Academic Plans (N = 13) 44 21.0% Other Academic Plans (N = 53) 953 61.8%
Total 132 100.0% Total 210 100.0% Total 1,542 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Bachelors Students by UMS Institution - Top 5 Academic Plans
UM UMA UMF UMFK
Fall 2017 Adult Bachelors Students by UMS Institution - Top 5 Academic Plans
UMM UMPI USM
Academic Plan # %
Nursing 632 13.0%
Liberal Studies 434 8.9%
Mental Health & Human Services 382 7.8%
Management 188 3.9%
Biology 153 3.1%
Business Management 143 2.9%
Accounting 132 2.7%
English 118 2.4%
Computer Information Systems 115 2.4%
Applied Science 111 2.3%
Other Academic Plans (N = 150) 2,462 50.6%
Total 4,870 100.0%
Fall 2017 Adult Bachelors Students
Top 10 Academic Plans
 
 
Highest Earned Academic Award among Adult Non-Degree 
Undergraduate Students (Fall 2017) 
 
Note: Highest Earned Academic Award based on data provided by the National Student 
Clearinghouse (http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/) and the UMS PeopleSoft Database. "No 
Award Found" includes students for whom no matching record was returned from the 
Clearinghouse, students who have a block on their enrollment and degree records, and 
students who did not earn an academic award (degree or certificate).  
   
# %
Full-Time 18 2.3%
Part-Time 763 97.7%
Total 781 100.0%
Average Credit Hours 3.92
Average FTE 0.26
Fall 2017 Adult Non-Degree 
Undergraduate Students by Status
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GPA among Bachelor Degree-Seeking Students by Age Group (Fall 
2017) 
GPA, as well as full- and part-time enrollment status, are two important predictors of whether a 
student is retained and eventually goes on to complete a degree. For comparability, data are 
limited to students enrolled in bachelor-degree programs. Data below include not only first-
time/first-year, but also transfer students and continuing students as well as re-admits. In Fall 
2017, Term and Cumulative GPAs were highest among those 25 and older, followed by 20 – 24 
and then those Under 20, though this varies somewhat by institution. 
 
Another important finding is the relationship between of full vs. part-time status and GPA. Not 
surprisingly, term and cumulative GPAs are typically higher among those attending full-time, 
but this holds true only for those Under 20 and ages 20 – 24. Among those 25 and older, there 
is only a small difference in Term GPA between full and part-time students (2.97 vs. 2.94). For 
those 25 and older, Cumulative GPAs were slightly higher among those enrolled part-time 
(3.12) compared to full-time (3.08). Insofar as GPA is an important predictor of degree 
completion, full vs. part-time status therefore has different consequences depending on age. 
 
  
Under 20 20 - 24 25 and Older Under 20 20 - 24 25 and Older
UM 2.67 2.94 2.93 2.72 3.02 3.00
UMA 2.55 2.83 2.88 2.61 2.93 3.09
UMF 2.89 3.05 3.26 2.94 3.19 3.36
UMFK 2.90 2.93 3.20 2.93 3.19 3.46
UMM 2.37 2.54 3.16 2.53 2.79 3.18
UMPI 2.87 3.13 2.56 2.90 3.13 2.73
USM 2.72 2.91 2.99 2.79 2.99 3.09
UMS 2.71 2.93 2.95 2.76 3.02 3.10
Term & Cumulative GPA among Baccalaureate Degree-Seeking Students by 
Institution (Fall 2017)
Term GPA Cumulative GPA
Age Full-Time Part-time Full-Time Part-time
Under 20 2.73 2.03 2.78 2.23
20 - 24 2.99 2.61 3.05 2.86
25 and Older 2.97 2.94 3.08 3.12
Term GPA Cumulative GPA
Term & Cumulative GPA among Baccalaureate Degree-
Seeking Students (Fall 2017)
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2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 10-Yr Change
25 - 29 726 760 652 636 652 631 693 617 598 570 583 -20%
30 - 34 285 264 255 250 260 274 302 265 306 297 239 -16%
35 - 39 192 179 177 154 159 171 183 155 186 160 176 -8%
40 - 49 266 236 241 229 244 292 256 252 232 264 235 -12%
50 - 64 137 117 108 127 127 132 131 138 152 138 119 -13%
65+ 5 8 5 8 3 3 6 2 7 13 7 40%
Total 1,611 1,564 1,438 1,404 1,445 1,503 1,571 1,429 1,481 1,442 1,359 -16%
UMS Bachelor Degrees Conferred by Students Age 25+
Note: Academic Year is counted as Summer, Fall, Spring (for example: Summer 2016, Fall 2016, Spring 2017, for AY 2016/2017).
Bachelor Degrees Conferred by Age Range 
Across the UMS, number of bachelor degrees conferred for those 25 years and older has 
declined 16% in the past decade. With the exception of those 65 and older, the number of 
bachelor degrees conferred fell for every age group 25 years and older. Decline was steepest 
among those ages 25-29 (a 20% drop) and smallest and students ages 35-39 (an 8% decline). 
Overall, the decline among those 25 and older was largest between the 2007-08 and 2008-09 
academic years, remaining relatively flat until a small increase in 2012-13, after which the 
decline in degrees conferred for this group continued until 2016-17. At the institution-level, 
declines were largest at UMPI (66%) and UMF (44%). By comparison, UMFK and USM saw the 
smallest declines (3% and 10%, respectively). Only one institution (UMA) saw an increase in the 
number of degrees conferred over this same time period. 
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Bachelor Degrees Conferred to Students Ages 25+ by Institution 
 
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 10-Yr Change
UM 323 325 272 273 269 305 284 262 249 230 250 -23%
25 - 29 193 183 141 147 182 167 155 161 143 124 161 -17%
30 - 34 46 44 50 49 37 50 62 47 46 54 39 -15%
35 - 39 28 29 25 31 19 34 23 17 22 15 26 -7%
40 - 49 39 49 38 32 20 33 26 25 26 25 19 -51%
50 - 64 16 17 18 14 11 21 17 12 11 9 4 -75%
65+ 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 1 0%
UMA 316 273 264 273 284 316 332 338 381 388 343 9%
25 - 29 62 58 66 69 67 68 80 69 77 67 64 3%
30 - 34 53 43 40 47 48 54 42 60 79 66 65 23%
35 - 39 51 56 44 34 43 40 56 52 60 59 56 10%
40 - 49 91 69 78 65 81 105 100 108 97 121 101 11%
50 - 64 57 45 34 54 45 48 51 49 64 68 55 -4%
65+ 2 2 2 4 0 1 3 0 4 7 2 0%
UMF 84 75 57 64 71 58 58 42 40 48 47 -44%
25 - 29 47 39 30 31 32 28 32 22 18 27 23 -51%
30 - 34 14 16 5 11 12 9 8 9 8 8 12 -14%
35 - 39 9 9 6 7 11 8 8 2 3 3 6 -33%
40 - 49 8 9 9 8 8 9 8 4 8 5 2 -75%
50 - 64 6 2 6 7 8 4 2 5 3 3 4 -33%
65+ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 N/A
UMFK 136 144 104 85 93 69 87 85 95 96 132 -3%
25 - 29 77 87 62 43 30 28 31 31 25 32 46 -40%
30 - 34 29 20 19 13 19 12 21 18 14 24 27 -7%
35 - 39 9 16 4 15 14 8 7 12 18 11 12 33%
40 - 49 13 16 13 11 26 17 21 15 24 19 37 185%
50 - 64 8 4 6 2 4 4 7 9 14 10 10 25%
65+ 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A
UMM 38 31 26 22 29 34 35 35 47 31 27 -29%
25 - 29 16 10 8 8 10 14 11 13 16 9 12 -25%
30 - 34 9 9 9 5 8 5 8 4 12 5 5 -44%
35 - 39 1 2 4 2 3 4 8 7 6 1 4 300%
40 - 49 10 7 3 4 6 4 3 5 8 11 6 -40%
50 - 64 2 3 1 3 2 7 5 6 5 5 0 -100%
65+ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A
UMPI 143 145 152 112 135 110 97 79 63 73 48 -66%
25 - 29 75 87 100 67 78 57 50 36 33 30 17 -77%
30 - 34 30 31 23 19 24 14 12 15 12 15 4 -87%
35 - 39 13 15 14 10 11 11 9 10 8 9 11 -15%
40 - 49 22 9 11 10 17 18 22 11 7 14 8 -64%
50 - 64 3 3 4 6 5 10 4 7 3 5 8 167%
65+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A
USM 571 571 563 575 564 611 678 588 606 576 512 -10%
25 - 29 256 296 245 271 253 269 334 285 286 281 260 2%
30 - 34 104 101 109 106 112 130 149 112 135 125 87 -16%
35 - 39 81 52 80 55 58 66 72 55 69 62 61 -25%
40 - 49 83 77 89 99 86 106 76 84 62 69 62 -25%
50 - 64 45 43 39 41 52 38 45 50 52 38 38 -16%
65+ 2 2 1 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 4 N/A
Bachelor Degrees Conferred by Institution, Ages 25+
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Four- and Six-Year Graduation Rates among Bachelor Degree-Seeking 
Students by Age and Entering Fall Cohort 
In the graphs that follow, four- and six-year graduation rates by incoming cohort are displayed 
first for First-Time/First-Year Bachelor-seeking students, and then (in the third and fourth 
figures) for Transfer students. Graduation refers to completion at any UMS institution. Four- 
and six-year graduation rates are highest among those who enrolled before age 20, but only for 
first-time/first-year students.  
First-Time/First-Year Students 
Beginning with the Fall 2004 incoming cohort, there has been little change over time in the 
four- and six-year graduation rates for those entering under the age of 20. Among those who 
enrolled at either 20 – 24 years old or ages 25 and above, however, graduation rates are lower 
for first-time/first-year students in both these groups, and there has also been more fluctuation 
over time in rates for these two age groups.  
The six-year graduation rate was highest among the Fall 2006 entering cohort for those 25 and 
older (24% of whom completed a bachelor degree within six years, compared to 17% for the 
Fall 2011 cohort). Both four- and six-year graduation rates tend to be higher among those ages 
20 – 24, and the gap is larger among some incoming cohorts compared to others. 
Transfer Students 
Among transfer students, the age trends in four- and six-year graduation rates for incoming 
cohorts shift substantially. The gaps in both four- and six-year graduation rates are far smaller 
among transfer students compared to first-time/first-year students.  
Six-year graduation rates tend to be higher among transfer students compared to first-
time/first-year for students who enroll at age 20 or older. There is also more fluctuation over 
time in the graduation rates of transfer students regardless of age compared to the rates of 
first-time/first-year students (which are more stable—and typically higher—for those enrolling 
under age 20). 
Graduation rates have trended downward among transfer students between ages of 20 and 24, 
particularly four-year graduation rates. Among the more recent incoming transfer cohorts, 
rates have trended slightly upward for students who transfer into the UMS before age 20. 
Among students who transfer-in at ages 25 or above, six-year graduation rates have remained 
relatively flat while four-year rates have seen more variation. 
24 
 
 
 
25 
 
 
 
  
26 
 
Average Time to Bachelor Degree by Age Group and Entering Fall 
Cohort 
Data below on average time to degree include on first-time/first-year bachelor-degree seeking 
students. Just as retention and graduation rates have remained stable for those who enroll 
under age 20, the same trend holds true over the years for mean time to degree, which has 
changed little for this group. Students under 20 also have shorter average time to degree 
compared to those who enroll at 20-24 or 25 and older. 
One important trend has been the increase in average time to degree among those 20 – 24 
and—particularly in AY2016-17—those 25 and older. For students age 25 and older there was a 
substantial increase in average time to degree between the last two academic years.  
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As data on the table below illustrate, the change in average time to degree between AY2012-13 
and AY2016-17 was larger among those who enrolled part-time during their first semester in 
the UMS. Indeed, for all age groups, students who first enrolled part-time have a larger average 
time to degree compared to those who enrolled full-time their first term.  
Among students who were under 20 years old during their first term, there was no increase in 
time to degree (an average of 4.5 years) among full-time students. Among part-time students of 
this age group, however, the average time to degree increased from 5.2 years in 2012-13 to 6.3 
in 2016-17. Similarly, among those who first enrolled between ages 20 and 24, the average time 
to degree was lower among those full-time (4.9 years in 2012-13, up to 5.3 in 2016-17), 
compared to 6.1 years in 2012-13 (up to 7.1 years) among those part-time. 
Like their peers who enroll between ages 20 and 24, part-time students 25 years and older had 
an average time to degree of 7.1 years in 2016-17, up from 6.2 years in 2012-13. By 
comparison, full-time students ages 25 and older took an average of 5.9 years to complete a 
bachelor degree. 
 
  
Age at Admit Term Status at Admit Term 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
Full-Time 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5
Part-Time 5.2 5.6 5.8 5.9 6.3
Subtotal 4.5 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.6
Full-Time 4.9 5.0 5.2 5.7 5.3
Part-Time 6.1 5.8 7.3 7.1 7.1
Subtotal 5.1 5.2 5.6 5.9 5.6
Full-Time 5.1 5.2 5.2 4.9 5.9
Part-Time 6.2 6.1 6.2 6.9 7.1
Subtotal 5.6 5.5 5.7 5.8 6.5
4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.7
Mean Time to Degree (Years) by Academic Year Awarded, Age Group, and Status
Note: Mean time to degree is calculated by subtracting the start date of the student's earliest admit 
term where they were identified as a "first time" student from the degree date of the earliest bachelor's  
degree awarded. This analysis excludes transfer and readmit students.
Total
Under 20
20-24
25 and Older
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Recommendations and Next Steps  
Research Agenda 
 Because the relationships above are merely correlational, more analysis is needed to 
determine what factors play the greatest role in lower retention and graduation rates 
(along with longer than average time-to-degree) among adult degree seekers. 
 Longitudinal analyses will be employed to track students by cohort, comparing students 
admitted for a given fall term by age, credit hours, academic program, etc., to 
determine at what point students leave the UMS without completing a degree here or 
elsewhere. Cross-referencing our own data with that from the National Student 
Clearinghouse will provide further insight into which students leave the UMS to 
enroll/complete a degree elsewhere compared to those who do not. 
 In 2016 (the most recent one-year figures available from the American Community 
Survey), 19.4% of Mainers 25 and older had “some college” experience but no degree, 
up from 17.4% in 2007. Data from the UMS could be used to paint a clearer picture of 
who these students are, what institutions within the UMS they attended, and in what 
counties they reside.  
